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My name is James Hawkes and I am a proud to be a member of the Albany Junior High 
School Board.  
 
My son Max is currently in Year 9, and my daughter Cecelia will start in 2026. 
 
I am a Civil Engineer by profession, having studied at Auckland University, and worked for 
nearly 20 years in construction management and manufacturing; the last 8 years of which I 
was in General Management roles. Through this time I was fortunate to live, work and travel 
all over New Zealand, the UK, the US, Southeast Asia and Australia.  
 
In 2016 my wife Vanessa and I bought a business, The Shed Shop, and continue to own and 
work within the business. Our manufacturing facility is based in Tauranga, but we largely 
manage the business from Auckland. 
 
I am currently serving on the Ridgeview School Board as the Presiding Member (Board 
Chair). 
 
On a personal note, I enjoy keeping active, playing tennis most weeks, and I referee rugby 
within the North Harbour Union. I also coach our daughter’s rugby team. 
 
I am passionate about education and believe in service. Alongside refereeing, my roles on 
the AJHS and Ridgeview School Boards afford me the opportunity to contribute to our 
community. I believe schools are critical to successfully preparing our children for the 
challenges of life. As well as providing strong education and diversity of learning, they should 
be places that are inclusive, safe and nurture confidence and ambition. 
 
 


