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WELCOME
Specialist Adolescent Education | Years 7-10
Designing learning pathways that prepare every adolescent learner for success in senior secondary
education and life.

Year 10 represents a formative stage in every adolescent learner’s educational journey. It is a year of
increasing independence, deeper academic challenge and purposeful preparation for senior secondary
education. The learning pathways students choose should reflect their interests, strengths and aspirations,
while also providing opportunities to discover new passions and develop the knowledge and skills needed
for future success.

At Albany Junior High School, we are a specialist Years 7-10 school dedicated to adolescent education.
Every aspect of our curriculum is intentionally designed to meet the developmental, academic and wellbeing
needs of adolescent learners, recognising that these years are critical for building confidence, capability
and a lifelong love of learning.

Our curriculum is underpinned by evidence-informed teaching and learning. Through explicit teaching,
Structured Literacy and Structured Mathematics, we provide every learner with strong foundations while
creating opportunities for creativity, innovation, collaboration and authentic problem solving. Students are
encouraged to apply their learning through meaningful real-world experiences that connect the classroom
with the wider community and future pathways.

The Year 10 Learning Pathways Programme offers a diverse range of specialist subjects designed to extend
learning, foster curiosity and prepare students for the opportunities and expectations of senior secondary
education. Whether students are passionate about the arts, sciences, technologies, languages, social
studies, health or physical education, each programme has been carefully designed to challenge, inspire
and support high levels of achievement.

Our commitment to educational excellence has recently been recognised nationally, with Albany Junior High
School named a finalist in the inaugural 2026 New Zealand Education Excellence Awards in the Quality
Teaching and Instruction category. As one of only three secondary schools recognised nationally, and the
only junior high school selected as a finalist, this acknowledgement reflects the strength of our educational
philosophy, the expertise of our staff and our ongoing commitment to providing exceptional learning
opportunities for every adolescent learner.

We encourage students and their families to explore this guide together, discuss future aspirations and select
pathways that will both challenge and inspire. We look forward to supporting every learner as they
continue to grow, thrive and lead.

Cushla Shepherd
Principal | Tumuaki
Albany Junior High School
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THE AJHS DIFFERENCE

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Specialist Years 7-10 School
Designed for adolescent learners.

Evidence-Informed Explicit Teaching
Consistent, high-quality classroom practice.

Structured Literacy & Mathematics
Strong foundations for future success.

Real-World Learning
Learning connected to authentic contexts.

Future-Focused Curriculum
Pathways that prepare learners for what comes next.

National Recognition
Finalist: New Zealand Education Excellence Awards, Quality Teaching
and Instruction
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Computer Science
Robotics
Spatial and Product Design

ARTS 
Dance 
Drama 
Music  
Visual Art

CONTENTS
LANGUAGES 
Japanese 
Spanish 
Te Reo Māori

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Sports Academy 
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REQUIRED PROGRAMMES
TECHNOLOGY
Select one of the following required Technology programmes:

Computer Science
Robotics
Spatial and Product Design

Select a second Technology programme. This must be different from the
one you selected above:

Food Technology
Hard Materials Technology
Soft Materials Technology
Computer Science
Robotics
Spatial and Product Design

ARTS
Select one required Arts programme from the following:

Dance
Drama
Music
Visual Arts

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL



TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMMES 

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

FOOD TECHNOLOGY    
Programme Description
In this programme, you will explore how food products are designed, prepared, and improved to meet
people’s needs. You will learn how ingredients work together, how cooking processes change food, and
how food choices connect to health, culture, sustainability, and everyday life.
You will develop practical cooking skills while learning how technology and food science are used to
create safe and successful food outcomes. Products produced may include a family meal and a
gingerbread showstopper. 
more information...

Programme Donation: $75
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Soft Materials offers students an opportunity to explore fashion, design, and textile innovation through practical,
hands-on learning. Students design and produce wearable textile products while exploring smart materials,
wearable technology, and modern textile design. Students develop skills in sewing, garment construction, pattern
adaptation, and material testing, using feedback and experimentation to improve their ideas and evaluate design
decisions.By the end of the programme, students produce a textile outcome that demonstrates creativity, problem-
solving, and real-world design thinking. 
more information...

Programme Donation: $75
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Step into the world of engineering, design, and innovation. In this programme, you will design and develop
practical products that respond to real-world needs and challenges.
You will explore engineering concepts, smart and sustainable materials, and how products function within larger
systems involving people, the environment, and technology. You will learn how effective design improves
usability, strength, and sustainability. Through hands-on projects, you will test ideas, use feedback, and make
informed design decisions to improve your outcomes. Projects may include laser-cut coasters, flat-pack furniture,
and a small kinetic or functional mechanism-based product.
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $75
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme code:10FOOD

HARD TECHNOLOGY    Programme code:10HARD

SOFT MATERIALS Programme code:10SOFT

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHTOq-QHsIkCatZUtmQRz-oFpn6biq-Pv5Y7XSaPq7M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iPo6fCzZV6FnJVb8lfVAFsR6lbTpQG64QbYZm8lOXn0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11a6yi8APPcUgJe4cGcAou3xaoMUcy_q2418R1fudGVY/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
Curious about coding, artificial intelligence, and how computers work? This programme explores how data is
stored, processed, and used to power the digital world. You will learn binary, programming, computational
thinking, and app development using JavaScript, while investigating how AI systems use data to make
decisions. Through hands-on projects, you will develop coding skills, solve real-world problems, and create a
digital project of your choice, such as a game, app, animation, video, or electronics project. Along the way,
you will explore the impact of emerging technologies and the role AI will play in shaping our future.
more information...
 
 Programme Donation: $0
 Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.
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Programme Description
Discover how electronic and mechanical systems work together to solve real-world problems. In Year 10
Robotics, you will explore circuits, automation, systems thinking, and emerging technologies through practical
projects. You will learn how sensors, motors, actuators, and microcontrollers interact within mechatronic
systems. Students will develop skills in circuit building, coding, and testing systems while exploring how
feedback and control systems improve performance and reliability.
more information...
 
 Programme Donation: $75
 Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
In Year 10 Spatial and Product Design, you will explore innovation, sustainability, ergonomics, and ethical
design practices while creating fit-for-purpose outcomes. Using 3D sketching, rendering, CAD modelling,
technical drawing, and model making, you will develop and communicate design ideas through engaging
projects such as sustainable tiny houses, bus shelters, and personalised acrylic LED night lights. You will learn
how designers and architects shape the world around us, while using stakeholder feedback, testing, and
evaluation to refine and improve your designs.
more information...
 
 Programme Donation: $30
 Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

COMPUTER SCIENCE Programme code:10COMP

ROBOTICS Programme code:10ROBO

SPATIAL & PRODUCT DESIGN Programme code:10DESI

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VzVVHTsWHmaK_PRZWf1N6tmc6f4HSMgTWvugxE0qcno/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ty3ISGCqdIN_q0v3czXaQ3d0MdSN12RGBNI8Htbb-3U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LnMHIVCunVCMvB-N2ybxGPKHA4c4VuyeBRmfCi_J1oY/edit?usp=sharing


ARTS PROGRAMMES 

Programme Description
Year 10 Dance builds on the foundational Dance skills and knowledge and prepares learners for future study in
NCEA Dance. Learners will continue to develop their performance and choreography skills through the exploration
of a variety of dance styles and movement experiences. Students will refine their understanding of dance elements,
choreographic devices, and performance techniques as they create, perform, and respond to dance works.
Through both individual and group activities, learners will develop confidence, creativity, collaboration, and
expressive movement skills while gaining a deeper understanding of dance as an art form.
more information...

Programme Donation: $40
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
“All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players...” – and in Year 10 Drama, students take
centre stage to explore the depth and diversity of performance. This programme is for anyone who enjoys
performing, building character, and working creatively with others.
Drama not only builds performance skills—it strengthens communication, teamwork, critical thinking, and
confidence.
more information...

Programme Cost: $30 - Costume, scripts and theatre maintenance
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Within this programme, you will have opportunities to perform and create music, as well as develop literacy skills
in the universal language of music. Learners will develop valuable personal skills such as time management and
collaborative teamwork. Year 10 Music is about freedom of choice and the right to self-expression. This
programme will challenge the learner to broaden their horizons and interact with their art at a deeper and more
personal level. The music they create and perform is the learner's choice, and they are encouraged to breathe life
into that which is meaningful to them.
more information...

Programme Donation: $25 - Instrument maintenance and specialist tutors
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

DANCE Programme code:10DANC

DRAMA Programme code:10DRAM

MUSIC Programme code:10MUSI

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TQfQyB-FPOCf8EEBcWy_LA5nOxlOu8J-e6bTeBafiqs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GFxYxZVB6JUD8WAw33z1nBCmjWeQ5DJp7N62ziinSxw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YNx5vzsktiVjr1viUJNurCoJMsi0O4LrkexpQqd8kuQ/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
Within this programme you will have opportunities to experiment with a variety of wet and dry media. Learners
will explore a range of art disciplines and learn to generate, explore and communicate ideas. You will have the
opportunity to discover, develop and apply new techniques in art making. You will explore themes such as
identity, belonging, whakapapa, and personal connection to place. This course has an emphasis on experiential
learning and personal growth. Students are inspired by artist models and apply learned skills to their own works.
more information...

Programme Donation: $60 (excludes Visual Diary and Stationery).
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Programme code:10VARTVISUAL ARTS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UW9VePprW4Q6qL3RQamq0OWzqCsKeg7BC0_U2zKCL1s/edit?usp=sharing


LANGUAGES PROGRAMMES

Programme Description
Within this programme, you will take your Japanese to the next level through exciting, real-world topics that
connect to travel, popular culture, and everyday life in Japan. You will build your confidence in speaking,
listening, reading, and writing while learning katakana and expanding your knowledge of kanji. Through topics
such as towns, tourism, and travel, you will learn how to ask for and give directions, describe places, share
opinions, make recommendations, and communicate in authentic situations you could use on a trip to Japan. You
will also explore the fascinating world of Japanese anime, mascots, and contemporary culture, discovering how
language reflects Japanese values and identity. Through interactive activities and cultural experiences, you will
develop practical communication skills, deepen your intercultural understanding, and prepare for future study,
travel, and connections with Japan. 
more information...

Programme Donation: $5
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

Programme Description
Within this Year 10 Spanish programme, you will explore a Spanish-speaking city and bring your learning to life
through an exciting TV game show project. You will develop practical language skills by discussing the weather,
describing activities to do in a city, and learning directions. Working collaboratively, you will read and respond
to texts, complete writing tasks, and gather information to support your team. You will also prepare and deliver a
presentation about your chosen city before taking part in and running the game show. This programme builds
confidence, communication skills, and cultural understanding through engaging, real-world language use. 
more information...

Programme Donation: $5
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

Programme Description
Within this half-year Year 10 te reo Māori programme, you will build on your existing knowledge and use te reo
Māori to explore bigger and more meaningful ideas. You will learn to talk about who you are and where you
come from, including identity and whakapapa, as well as important people, events, and issues in Aotearoa, such
as whānau, community, and caring for the world around you. Topics are carefully chosen, so your learning is
focused, engaging, and clearly connected to your everyday life. You will take part in structured kōrero, short
presentations, interviews, mini-projects, and waiata-based activities to strengthen your confidence and fluency.
Over two terms, you will grow your ability to communicate in te reo Māori with purpose and pride. 
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $5
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

JAPANESE Programme code:10JAPA

SPANISH Programme code:10SPAN

TE REO MĀORI Programme code:10MĀOR

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h-qSUk2y6U_Qtg_xezebXlaqpm-0iLqxef5-dwwcXQk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1re_LCe216KGwzoxy1NtbciyHh3qhCAru6d1Q23r44DU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_WW7oKoLtbcWC7HSOSqFJlrr-ciI5v_K4m1SOSbWf1Y/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
Albany Junior High School offers a Sports Academy programme for selected Year10 students. This is to support
students who endeavour to pursue Physical interests further beyond Health and Physical Education. We are
committed to offering a wide variety of learning opportunities that are not specific to traditional sports to create an
environment where all sportsmen and sportswomen can excel. There is a trial process to be selected into the
Sports Academy program. This is typically held at the end of term three and requires students to participate in a
variety of challenging physical fitness tests and activities. The selection process is a thorough, objective process
including but not limited to; fitness tests, problem-solving activities and teamwork challenges. Applications also
take into consideration students' ability to collaborate, effort, attitude and their ability to uphold the expectations
of an Academy student who are seen as role models and leaders across all areas of school.
more information...

Programme Donation: $350
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Year 10 Sports Lab is a practical and engaging course for students interested in sport, fitness, and outdoor
recreation. Students develop their understanding of sport and exercise science through fitness testing, performance
analysis, and training principles while participating in a range of physical activities. The prograame promotes
leadership, teamwork, resilience, communication, and personal responsibility, encouraging students to improve
their physical performance and build skills for lifelong participation in sport and recreation. 
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $0
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH PROGRAMMES

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

SPORTS ACADEMY Programme code:10ACAD

SPORTS LAB Programme code:10SPLA

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHX7ZU2lN7i6_tmc6Ln7Q9smkaJB8Fy2Mn5Gbtj2PcQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kA393xZl3inVu41MgDWz3Va9BUIH5ffBB08Kmrpha54/edit?usp=sharing


SCIENCE PROGRAMMES 

Programme Description
Imagine being faced with a loved one who suddenly collapses, stops breathing, experiences a seizure, shows
signs of a stroke, or receives a serious diagnosis such as skin cancer. Would you know what to do?
This programme explores the vital functions of the heart, lungs, brain, nervous system, and skin, helping you
understand how these body systems work together to keep us healthy. You will learn how we think, learn,
remember, feel emotion, breathe, move, and maintain life, while also investigating what happens when these
systems become diseased or injured.
Through the study of real-life medical conditions and emergencies, you will develop practical knowledge of how to
recognise warning signs, respond appropriately in critical situations, and understand the science behind life-
saving interventions. This programme offers valuable insights into human health and will equip you with
knowledge to make a real difference when it matters most, saving someone’s life!!
more information...

Programme Donation: $40
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Think you’ve got what it takes to crack the case?
Step into the world where science meets investigation — where observation, analysis, and evidence come
together to uncover the truth.
This course combines biology, chemistry, and physics to solve real-world problems within the context of criminal
investigations. From analysing unknown substances to examining fingerprints, footprints, and handwriting, forensic
techniques are used to collect, evaluate, and interpret evidence.
Get ready to think critically, follow the clues, and discover how forensic science can reveal the truth when all else
fails.
more information...

Programme Donation: $40
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

HUMAN BIOLOGY Programme code:10HBIO

FORENSIC SCIENCE Programme code:10FSCI

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C7nxQeHKkdGhf-duAZetS9yu4YeZ2sBw1GEocUjFNqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kq8oAsmfQu4ZdgHT_0sjbefaWHJgrrDXh5yMXBOwG98/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/157NAIghskAdv4pEM8g1Td6xM_B9papuU4xBkojeNyxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kq8oAsmfQu4ZdgHT_0sjbefaWHJgrrDXh5yMXBOwG98/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
New Zealand is a small nation at the bottom of the world that has had a proportionally huge impact on world
innovation, business, design, and economies. We are a land of innovators and entrepreneurs. In this programme,
students will deepen their understanding of the world of business, economics, and accounting, and learn how our
commercial world operates on a global scale and a small business scale too. Understand how the subjects of
business, accounting, and economics interrelate and overlap. Become skilled in the commercial business world.
Our five topics are Legal Business Structures, Human Resources, Macro Economics, and Supply and Demand.
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $10
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMMES 

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Programme Description
New Zealand is a country defined by its water. We are surrounded by the ocean on the west and east of
Auckland. Our landscape is carved by rivers, glaciers, and the ocean itself. In this programme, we will learn
about the water-based processes that change our environment. We will investigate how interactions with people
have changed the landscape and how the rivers and oceans have changed us. We will also look at the issue of
water accessibility, and its impact on our lives. Case studies from New Zealand and around the world will be
used.
more information...

Programme Donation: $0
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

BUSINESS Programme code:10BUSI

GEOGRAPHY Programme code:10GEOG

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w8dJnJA0XmzehtkaWuSKn01bNaYuw4Y14wFo5ujwvCM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NlAo3FejD7Z9iknMM1-33YkUCrVd-KfWXLbjTOcv9nk/edit?usp=sharing
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