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WELCOME
Specialist Adolescent Education | Years 7-10
Designing learning pathways that prepare every adolescent learner for success in senior secondary
education and life.

Year 9 represents a formative stage in every adolescent learner’s educational journey. It is a year of
increasing independence, deeper academic challenge and purposeful preparation for senior secondary
education. The learning pathways students choose should reflect their interests, strengths and aspirations,
while also providing opportunities to discover new passions and develop the knowledge and skills needed
for future success.

At Albany Junior High School, we are a specialist Years 7-10 school dedicated to adolescent education.
Every aspect of our curriculum is intentionally designed to meet the developmental, academic and wellbeing
needs of adolescent learners, recognising that these years are critical for building confidence, capability
and a lifelong love of learning.

Our curriculum is underpinned by evidence-informed teaching and learning. Through explicit teaching,
Structured Literacy and Structured Mathematics, we provide every learner with strong foundations while
creating opportunities for creativity, innovation, collaboration and authentic problem solving. Students are
encouraged to apply their learning through meaningful real-world experiences that connect the classroom
with the wider community and future pathways.

The Year 9 Learning Pathways Programme offers a diverse range of specialist subjects designed to extend
learning, foster curiosity and prepare students for the opportunities and expectations of senior secondary
education. Whether students are passionate about the arts, sciences, technologies, languages, social
studies, health or physical education, each programme has been carefully designed to challenge, inspire
and support high levels of achievement.

Our commitment to educational excellence has recently been recognised nationally, with Albany Junior High
School named a finalist in the inaugural 2026 New Zealand Education Excellence Awards in the Quality
Teaching and Instruction category. As one of only three secondary schools recognised nationally, and the
only junior high school selected as a finalist, this acknowledgement reflects the strength of our educational
philosophy, the expertise of our staff and our ongoing commitment to providing exceptional learning
opportunities for every adolescent learner.

We encourage students and their families to explore this guide together, discuss future aspirations and select
pathways that will both challenge and inspire. We look forward to supporting every learner as they
continue to grow, thrive and lead.

Cushla Shepherd
Principal | Tumuaki
Albany Junior High School
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THE AJHS DIFFERENCE

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Specialist Years 7-10 School
Designed for adolescent learners.

Evidence-Informed Explicit Teaching
Consistent, high-quality classroom practice.

Structured Literacy & Mathematics
Strong foundations for future success.

Real-World Learning
Learning connected to authentic contexts.

Future-Focused Curriculum
Pathways that prepare learners for what comes next.

National Recognition
Finalist: New Zealand Education Excellence Awards, Quality Teaching
and Instruction
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CONTENTS
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REQUIRED PROGRAMMES
TECHNOLOGY
Select one of the following required Technology programmes:

Computer Science
Robotics
Spatial and Product Design

Select a second Technology programme. This must be different from the
one you selected above:

Food Technology
Hard Materials Technology
Soft Materials Technology
Computer Science
Robotics
Spatial and Product Design

ARTS
Select one required Arts programme from the following:

Dance
Drama
Music
Visual Arts

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL



TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMMES 

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

FOOD TECHNOLOGY    
Programme Description
Love cooking appetisers, snacks, and sweet treats? In Food Technology, you’ll get hands-on in the kitchen
creating appetisers, snacks, and desserts while learning how food science works. You’ll explore how
ingredients, cooking methods, nutrition, culture, and sustainability influence what we eat. You will design,
test, and improve your own food products through practical, creative projects.
You’ll make items such as cupcakes, cookie bars, meatballs, fritters, and pastries, while building kitchen
skills and confidence. Learning includes both practical cooking and written evaluation where you explain
and justify your ideas and improvements.
more information...

Programme Donation: $75
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Do you live in PJ bottoms and hoodies? Learn how to make your own! 
Get hands-on with fashion and design as you create real textile products like hoodies and wearable items. You
will learn how designers use materials, tools, and techniques to turn ideas into purposeful outcomes that meet real
human needs and wants. Explore how clothing is shaped by material properties, user needs, culture, safety, and
sustainability. You will also discover how designers think in systems, working from inputs (materials), through
processes (construction), to outputs (finished textile products). Through fun, practical projects, you’ll build skills and
confidence to design and make your own creations from scratch, understanding how and why textiles are
carefully designed for real-world use.
more information...

Programme Donation: $75
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Step into the world of engineering and design where you create real, hands-on products using wood, plastics,
and metal. You’ll discover how materials, mechanisms, and construction methods affect strength, function, and
durability.
Get inspired by past and modern design ideas as you explore how everyday objects are made and how
engineers solve real-world problems. You’ll then apply your skills to exciting projects like zoomorphic lamps and
cast pewter jewellery. Through design sketching, research, and practical making, you’ll learn how smart design
choices turn ideas into strong, functional products you can be proud of.
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $65
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme code:9FOOD

HARD TECHNOLOGY    Programme code:9HARD

SOFT MATERIALS Programme code:9SOFT

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U-iYfgpt82jwrtoB07nFMXowS1XbGYcJXegj_vyPJ7M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HAsTEbDZae5QocnS3OY3vnPWoSdrMRIfD24H7FFh0KM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zrjrwEMbIL3lPfb3mchobsM5kR2iZ0rQbw_DEyhGY2E/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
Discover how computers store, process, and use data to power the digital world. In Year 9 Computer Science,
you will learn the basics of HTML, CSS, JavaScript, algorithms, and how data is represented using binary and
text encoding. You will explore how coding is used in real-world applications, including game development,
and how AI and algorithms influence what we see online. You will also examine key ideas such as
decomposition, abstraction, and the ethical use of AI.
Later in the programme, you will apply your skills to a self-chosen digital project such as a game, animation,
Blender model, or electronics build.
more information...
 
 Programme Donation: $0
 Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.
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Programme Description
Discover how electronic and mechanical systems work together to solve real-world problems. In Year 9 Robotics,
you will explore circuits, automation, systems thinking, and emerging technologies through practical projects.
You will learn how sensors, motors, actuators, and microcontrollers interact within mechatronic systems. Students
will develop skills in circuit building, coding, and testing systems while exploring how feedback and control
systems improve performance and reliability.
more information...
 
 Programme Donation: $75
 Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Discover how designers create products and spaces that improve people’s lives. In Year 9 Spatial and Product
Design, you will explore creativity, innovation, and design thinking through hands-on and digital projects.
You will develop skills in sketching, rendering, technical drawing, and CAD (Computer-Aided Design) to
communicate and refine your ideas. Students investigate how designers, design movements, and local contexts
influence modern products and environments, with a focus on usability, sustainability, and function. Possible
outcomes include chair design, laser-cut bookmarks, and interior design exploration.
more information...
 
 Programme Donation: $30
 Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

COMPUTER SCIENCE Programme code:9COMP

ROBOTICS Programme code:9ROBO

SPATIAL & PRODUCT DESIGN Programme code:9DESI

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10xY7s51n3sVAOFs8JRsCisPJsIxOfGsBP4XVnHcHlWc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iSV6vYuLg4wCc5OKfNiMLTmq3Ph7K7UCOrtqgmBlxYs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14bBtcyr_WwA7-aXzZHcNR6l1Z6S9BmV1-vQWBJqI7ao/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LnMHIVCunVCMvB-N2ybxGPKHA4c4VuyeBRmfCi_J1oY/edit?usp=sharing


ARTS PROGRAMMES 

Programme Description
Year 9 Dance focuses on expanding learners’ skills in relation to a variety of dance styles. Learners will be
involved in both performance and choreography and will create and re-create dance works through the process of
manipulating a range of elements, devices, structures and choreographic devices.
more information...

Programme Donation: $40 (covers external dance specialists/costumes)
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Drama is about expressing human stories through action, character, and emotion. In this course, students will
explore how to use voice, movement, space, and tension to bring performances to life. Through both scripted and
devised work, students will develop confidence, creativity, and the ability to collaborate with others.
This programme supports personal growth and teamwork while introducing students to the foundational skills of
live performance.
more information...

Programme Cost: $30 - Costume, scripts and theatre maintenance
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Music is about expressing ideas, emotions, and stories through sound, creativity, and performance. In this
programme, students will explore how rhythm, melody, harmony, and structure work together to create music.
Through practical and creative activities, students will develop confidence in performing, composing, listening,
and working collaboratively with others.
This programme encourages creativity, self-expression, and teamwork while building foundational musical skills
and understanding. Students will have opportunities to explore a variety of musical experiences, develop their
musical ideas, and grow as confident and engaged musicians in a supportive environment.
more information...

Programme Donation: $35 - Instrument maintenance and specialist tutors
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

DANCE Programme code:9DANC

DRAMA Programme code:9DRAM

MUSIC Programme code:9MUSI

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TQfQyB-FPOCf8EEBcWy_LA5nOxlOu8J-e6bTeBafiqs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KRkIvn7BUylGOmloyZaEFKtmbEs-LDialPLnmHOLBQo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13QU3cTJ75dDg66lneIFCPuuxlUJy4VQNy5F1_uje__I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mHhJpJQgcS1M6_qmoXE5UniMHI89pj1j3p7zknv-95s/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
Within this programme, you will have opportunities to explore and experiment with a variety of media. You will
explore themes such as identity, belonging, whakapapa, and personal connection to place. This programme will
help you to improve your skills at drawing, whether you are an absolute beginner or a highly advanced artist. You
will investigate a variety of design principles and art elements. Workshops and tutorials will allow you to discover,
explore and develop new techniques in art making.
more information...

Programme Donation: $60 - Painting/print making/sculpture consumables (excludes Visual Diary and Stationery).
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Programme code:9VARTVISUAL ARTS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dqGbYE7wmuEOY0A3tRQO0p1-qM7wuW3MTjVl7HHNpAs/edit?usp=sharing


LANGUAGES PROGRAMMES

Programme Description
You will learn to communicate in Japanese through fun, real-world situations while exploring the culture, traditions,
and everyday life of Japan. You will learn how to introduce yourself, friends and family, meet new people,
express your feelings, and interact confidently in a range of everyday contexts. You will develop your reading and
writing skills by learning hiragana and beginning basic kanji. Through topics such as Japanese food, dining
customs, and regional culture, you will learn how to order food and drinks, ask for recommendations, and use
natural Japanese in restaurant situations. You will also take part in engaging cultural experiences, such as
comparing New Zealand and Japanese customs and trying Japanese calligraphy. 
more information...

Programme Donation: $5 for an interactive cultural activity
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

Programme Description
You will learn to communicate in Spanish through practical and collaborative projects. You will develop the skills
and confidence to talk about yourself, your family, daily routines, school life, and extracurricular activities.
Working with others, you will create a guidebook for Spanish-speaking exchange students, including a school
map and information about life at Albany Junior High School. Along the way, you will explore the cultures and
lifestyles of Spanish-speaking countries and discover how schools and communities compare with those in New
Zealand. Through interactive activities, real-world communication, and cultural learning, you will become a
confident language learner with a greater understanding of the Spanish-speaking world. 
more information...

Programme Donation: $5 for an interactive cultural activity
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

Programme Description
You will learn practical te reo Māori that you can use in everyday life to talk about yourself, your whānau, school
experiences, interests, and the world around you. Through interactive activities, games, conversations, and cultural
experiences, you will build confidence using te reo in meaningful situations. You will explore important concepts
from te ao Māori, including manaakitanga (caring for others), whanaungatanga (building relationships), and
kaitiakitanga (guardianship of the environment), and discover how these values connect to our lives and
community. Learning is linked to local stories, places, and traditions, helping you develop a deeper understanding
of Aotearoa New Zealand's unique cultural heritage. 
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $5 or an interactive cultural activity
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

JAPANESE Programme code:9JAPA

SPANISH Programme code:9SPAN

TE REO MĀORI Programme code:9MĀOR

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1txv8d-hH7bo6Wc1TabeBUBc-HPFaIpG_eY6i7CML6rk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LS9WpnsOXdrWQ5nEzTqliR3FyF5pHQRgcclc-zHJGFM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1re_LCe216KGwzoxy1NtbciyHh3qhCAru6d1Q23r44DU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SJjDt3FDlk2iC3fn9aNSgdenFf0dysoe91YA1K9Pz1c/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
At AJHS we have traditionally had a large number of high performing athletes. We know the dedication that it
takes to achieve success at the highest level and as a school we are committed to helping our young sportsmen
and sportswomen excel both in the sporting arena and classroom. Students need to apply. The selection process is
a thorough, objective process including but not limited to; fitness tests, problem-solving activities and teamwork
challenges. Applications will be discussed and further research into students’ abilities/attitudes will be carried out
where necessary.
more information...

Programme Donation: $330
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
Year 9 Sports Lab is a practical and engaging course for students who enjoy sport, fitness, and outdoor
recreation. Students explore the basics of sport and exercise science, including anatomy, physiology, fitness
components, and training principles, while participating in a variety of physical activities. The course develops
teamwork, leadership, communication, and problem-solving skills, encouraging students to build confidence,
resilience, and lifelong healthy, active lifestyles.
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $0
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH PROGRAMMES

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

SPORTS ACADEMY Programme code:9ACAD

SPORTS LAB Programme code:9SPLA

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16e0ESyCPZ8-wOoGBYt0yMNh3mJc_1z3x6n9nO8UO0WM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHX7ZU2lN7i6_tmc6Ln7Q9smkaJB8Fy2Mn5Gbtj2PcQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KFjEq43BfEyyBBQbGATNVIYXJCkL_3hv-HQBxKpJ1Ns/edit?usp=sharing


SCIENCE PROGRAMMES 

Programme Description
Have you ever wondered how your body fights off disease, why you get sick, or how doctors identify dangerous
microbes such as Ebola and Hantavirus? In Human Biology, you will explore the fascinating systems that keep you
alive and healthy every day. 
In this programme, you will discover the hidden world of bacteria, viruses and fungi, explore how your immune
system protects you from infection, and learn how your respiratory system supplies oxygen to every cell in your
body. Through hands-on investigations, real-world medical case studies, and interactive activities, you will uncover
how the human body responds to illness and stays in balance.
You will also have opportunities to link your understanding to current medical, ethical, and societal issues. The
history of medicine, vaccines, major medical discoveries, and the work of famous scientists will also be explored.
more information...

Programme Donation: $20
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

Programme Description
This programme is for students who want to find out more about the natural world and understand the impact that
humans have upon it. We will investigate the four spheres of planet Earth: atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere
and lithosphere, and the interactions between them. During this programme, you will increase your understanding
of the natural environment using information from biology, chemistry, earth sciences, physics and engineering.
Environmental awareness is crucial for wellbeing, prosperity and survival on our planet. This programme focuses
on the effects of human activity on the environment and explores how we can protect and restore our natural
heritage; minimise human impact; reverse environmental degradation; and better manage our environment and
resources
more information...

Programme Donation: $0
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

HUMAN BIOLOGY Programme code:9HBIO

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE Programme code:9ENVI

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bxu9xLLOJZ7c7oszlOSzpzAvOCiWoL0zrflE-tOEiEw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kq8oAsmfQu4ZdgHT_0sjbefaWHJgrrDXh5yMXBOwG98/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_F6BL8AIeWNImCVqNaKGK67E6FH5AqlKG9H2tTc6oRg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kq8oAsmfQu4ZdgHT_0sjbefaWHJgrrDXh5yMXBOwG98/edit?usp=sharing


Programme Description
Discover how entrepreneurs innovate, use scarce resources and earn a profit. Discover your creative self as you
innovate a product and create a marketing campaign for it. Could you be the next famous teenage entrepreneur?
Learn about what it takes to be a successful entrepreneur - the risks that are taken, product development, scarcity
and opportunity cost, logo and brand creation, advertising and marketing. This one-semester programme focuses
mainly on the creative side of what you need to know to start up and manage your own business.
more information...
 
Programme Donation: $0
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMMES 

ALBANY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Programme Description
Sinkholes that appear overnight, towering tsunami waves from earthquakes thousands of kilometres away,
tornadoes that flatten buildings in seconds, volcanic eruptions that coat cities in metres of ash, this programme
focuses on natural disasters. Find out what causes these events, their impacts and consequences and how you can
survive them. Case studies from across the globe will be used.
more information...

Programme Donation: $0
Additional costs for EOTC or optional class activities may apply.

BUSINESS Programme code:9BUSI

GEOGRAPHY Programme code:9GEOG

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bFDWxTe2Pi8ZkchhrUSJWlEenxFCfKmS1hoKa2AUwWI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZUJOauJbbkTqe3YEJKEOzj-Y6fAqioYdTL1xyXUVHac/edit?usp=sharing
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